


The action takes place during the present day - now, with an eye towards then.



There will be one 15-minute intermission between acts.

CAST
Main Cast



Dessa………………………............................................................................................................ Isabelle Riley
Mary Anning………………………............................................................................................... Amanda Clark
Esther……………………….......................................................................................................... Katie Rodgers
Nilo………………………........................................................................................................................... El Pitts






Understudy Cast



Dessa…..………………............................................................................................................ Annaliese Kidd
Mary Anning……..………………............................................................................................... Valarie Brown
Esther………………………............................................................................................................... Katy Philip
Nilo………………………............................................................................................................ Rylan Andrews

Please silence all electronic devices. Photography and audio recording are prohibited. No
food or drinks in the Beaverton City Library Auditorium. If the auditorium temperature feels
cool, please notify a front of house volunteer for a blanket. Booster seats available thanks
to the generous support of VillaSport and the Vose Neighborhood Association Committee.

Produced by special arrangement with 
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC., of Woodstock, Illinois.



Digging Up Dessa was commissioned by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

and was first produced at the Kennedy Center during the 2017 - 2018 season.



Producing Artistic Director.............................................................................................. Melissa Riley
Director............................................................................................................................. Sarah Kearney
Stage Management Team....................................... Kimberley Battad, Sharon Jackson, Iris Skeen
Stage Crew........................................................................................................................... Nicole Gable
Costume Designers..............................................................Sandi King, Pam Taylor, Sue Woodbury
Costume Assistant..................................................................................................................... Pat Lach
Dessa Hat Design......................................................................................................................... Lilu Ray
Scenic Artist....................................................................................................... Loren Hillman-Morgan
Painters/Construction................................................................................. Pam Taylor, Nicole Gable
Lighting Design.................................................................................................................... Melissa Riley
Lighting Assistants.......................................................................... Annie Johns Wach, Emily Winter
Light Board Operator....................................................................................................... Paul Siegfried
Sound Design......................................................................................................................... Roy Kravitz
Soundboard Operator........................................................................ Roy Kravitz, Howard Ellberger
Community Engagement Manager................................................................................ Amanda Clark
Graphic Design................................................................................................................... Ammon Riley
Photography...................................................................................................................... Shelley Zoller
House Manager........................................................................................................................... Iris Keen

Music and sound play a major role in most productions. There are nearly 30 sound effects
composed from at least 40 individual sound clips in Digging up Dessa.

Beaverton Civic Theatre gratefully acknowledges and thanks the many artists who
generously contribute their works to the open source sound community through websites
such as freesound.org and pixabay.com. These talented artists truly help us tell Dessa's and
Nilo's story.

Preshow "music": Much of the content was posted to YouTube by Nomadic Ambience who
captured the sounds of the ocean at the Hecata Head lighthouse on the Oregon coast. 
 Additional sounds from personal recordings from Yachats, OR. and from freeound.org. 

Intermission music:  Content posted to YouTube by D.B. Feichter 

Nilo's Recorder app based on "Beatbox"; Android Programming: The Big Nerd Ranch
Guide:4e

PRODUCTION TEAM



Rylan Andrews (Nilo U/S)
Rylan is excited for his first BCT show and is grateful to be in such an amazing
cast. Rylan has enjoyed performing onstage in The Best Christmas Pageant Ever,

Oz Forever, Off To Neverland and many more. He also loves being in front of the

camera and has had roles in five movies and one coming up this summer. You
might recognize him from Tillamook ice cream commercials and billboards. Rylan
appreciates his supportive family.

BIOGRAPHIES

Valarie Brown (Mary Anning U/S)
Valarie is deeply honored to assist in bringing a mostly unsung heroine of science
center stage for her well-deserved moment in the spotlight with BCT. Many
thanks to our directors for this opportunity, and to BCT for past roles in Anne

Frank, Miracle Worker, Crossing Delancey, and backstage for The Dining Room.

And a kiss for my Beloved, who understands my need to "ride my bike".

Amanda Clark (Mary Anning)
Amanda's heart is full to be back bringing stories to life at BCT! After directing
Two Witches, No Waiting, Ramona Quimby, and Almost, Maine over the past few

years, she is incredibly excited to be back onstage bringing a character to life. She
has also been seen onstage at various local theatres, and in other BCT
productions such as Barefoot in the Park, The Dining Room, The Philadelphia

Story, and Little Women. 

Annaliese Kidd (Dessa U/S)
Annalise is happy to return to the BCT stage in the plesiosaurus role of Dessa. She
had her first show as part of the ensemble cast in the 2019 BCT Seussical Jr.

production. Last summer Annalise was in a Stranger Things camp at NW Children's

Theater and loved playing the role of Eleven. Annalise would like to thank her
family, friends, and the Dessa company for their support and encouragement.  

Katy Philip (Esther U/S)
Katy is thrilled to be cast as Esther (US) in Digging Up Dessa. Though her first time

at BCT, she has worked with Mask and Mirror, Twilight, Nutz ‘n Boltz, Coho, PDX
Playwrights, Portland Civic Theatre Guild and Wolf Pack theaters in recent years.
Favorite roles include Artie-Eleemosynary, Amanda-The Glass Menagerie, Emily-

The Belle of Amherst and Sook-Christmas with Truman. She thanks Sarah for this

opportunity, and her family-Barry, Julia, and Claire. 

El Pitts (Nilo)
El is elated to be having their debut at BCT playing Nilo in Digging Up Dessa.

Previously, they played Fan in Arts and Communication Magnet Academy
Theater’s production of A Christmas Carol. In their spare time, El enjoys archery,

swimming, playing video games, and socializing with friends. El is a member of the
International Thespian Society as a Junior Thespian. El hopes you enjoy Digging

Up Dessa as much as they enjoy acting in it!



Isabelle Riley (Dessa)
Isabelle is excited to be back performing with BCT! Pre-COVID, Isabelle has been
seen as Ramona in Ramona Quimby, and Ensemble in Seussical Jr and Annie.

When not onstage, Isabelle is a student at ACMA, and has been involved with their
theatre company as well. Along with theatre, Isabelle enjoys reading, singing,
dance, soccer, and Girl Scouts.

BIOGRAPHIES

Katie Rodgers (Esther)
After a long hiatus due to COVID, Katie is so excited to get back onstage as Esther
in this beautiful production of Digging Up Dessa. Katie grew up doing theatre in

San Diego and never feels more herself than when she is on or backstage. Katie is
so grateful to Sarah and BCT for this opportunity and hopes this is the first of
many more productions to come. I’m sending this request INTO THE UNIVERSE! 

Sarah Ominski (Director)
If Sarah is not in a theatre, she is most likely near water, reading, swimming,
whale- watching, taking photos of nature with Ed, or spending time with her
amazing grandbabies and family. She would love to extend Gratitude to the
fantastic BCT Team for all the love, support and joy each of you has infused into
this Life Changing experience of directing Digging Up Dessa and digging into all

the layers! Thank you to all my amazing family and friends.  

Kimberley Battad (Stage Management Team)
Kimberley is honored to be joining BCT once again!. She has a BA in Theatre/Music
from Sweet Briar College and is thrilled to tell this story with this amazing
cast/crew. Past theatre credits include The Frogs, Diary of Anne Frank, Silent Sky,

Annie, Barefoot in the Park, and Metamorphosis,. She is also the creator and

Artistic Director of Sweet Lemonade Productions, a community outreach project
which brings local artists tp perform at nursing and group homes.

Sharon Jackson (Stage Management Team)
Sharon is thrilled to be on the stage management team for the production of
Digging Up Dessa. This is her first show at BCT and has had such a great

experience! The amazing director and cast and crew of this show have made this a
great experience and she is so proud to be on the team helping bring this show to
life. Enjoy the show and the emotions it will invoke. Because it will.

Melissa Riley (Producing Artistic Director)
Melissa, the founder of the Beaverton Civic Theatre, received the Beaverton Art
Commission’s Art Leadership Award and was described as “a tremendous asset
and visionary for the artistic community.” She is a member of the Director’s Guild
of America and Actors’ Equity. Film and television credits include: Coraline, The

West Wing, Star Trek Voyager, The X-Files, and Spider-Man. She is also a Cadette

Girl Scout Leader.



Iris Skeen  (Stage Management Team)
 Iris is very grateful to be a part of her first BCT production! Iris is a director,
improviser, and educator who recently graduated from UC, Santa Barbara. When
she is not at rehearsal she can be found in the boxing gym, hanging out with her
cat Large Marge, or buying herself treats and trinkets. She would like to thank the
BCT crew for being so welcoming and her partner for encouraging her.

BIOGRAPHIES

Loren Hillman-Morgan (Scenic Artist)

Howard Ellberger (Sound Board Operator)
Howard's once again with BCT, having previously worked on last year's production of Two Witches,

No Waiting. Although Howard jokingly claims to be "retired", he's still working full time as well as

actively volunteering in support of his local community. Presently, he serves as Vice-Chair of the
Sexton Mountain Neighborhood Action Committee (SMNAC) as well as studying to become certified
as a member of "Team Teal Community Emergency Response Team" (TT- CERT). His hobbies include
photography, tennis and attending live music events. .

Nicole Gable (Stage Crew)
Nicole is excited to continue working with Beaverton Civic Theater, this time as backstage crew.
Previously, she performed with BCT as Opal in Two Witches No Waiting. Nicole currently works for the

Department of Veterans Affairs. She is grateful to her children, Cameron & Lily, for supporting her
dream of being involved in community theater.

Sandi King (Costume Designer)

Paul Siegfried (Lighting Board Operator)

Roy Kravitz (Sound Designer)
Roy joined Beaverton Civic Theatre when his wife told him he needed a hobby other than working on
computers. Fair comment; when he's not working on productions for BCT, Roy teaches Electrical and
Computer Engineering courses at Portland State University. I am grateful for my wife, Sharon, who told
me to find a hobby, and to all of the wonderful people who have made me feel welcome and appreciated.

Pam Taylor (Costume Designer)

Sue Woodbury (Costume Designer)
Sue has been costuming casts for Beaverton Civic Theatre since the summer of 2009 when she
worked on A Bad Year for Tomatoes and Slew Foot Sue. She has won two BCT Civies and a Region IX

award for best costume design. Sue enjoys working behind the scenes to support everyone at BCT
and is very excited to be part of this show’s costuming triumvirate. 

Beaverton City Library
Rice Northwest Museum of Rocks and Minerals



Due to tight printing deadlines, please accept our apology if we inadvertently left off a name,
business, or organization on the "Special Thanks" list. Beaverton Civic Theatre makes every
effort to acknowledge everyone who supports this organization and its productions.

SPECIAL THANKS



WAYS TO SUPPORT BCT
Giving is one of the most significant demonstrations of commitment to the
community that an individual can make. If you would like to have direct involvement
in the cultural enrichment of our community theatre for generations to come, please
consider giving. Here are a few ways you can give:

Bequest in Your Will
This is a great way for friends and donors of Beaverton Civic Theatre to leave a
legacy. Through your will, you can give a specific dollar amount, or you can assign a
percentage of your estate. Your gift can be unrestricted or it can be designated for a
specific use or program. For more details on how to arrange a gift through your will
or estate plan, talk to your attorney or estate planner.

Life Insurance Gift
Make a large gift with little cost to you. Give a policy with us as owner and
beneficiary. Living Trust Make a revocable gift during your lifetime. Name Beaverton
Civic Theatre as beneficiary of assets in a living trust.

Outright Gift
Make a quick and easy gift of cash, securities, or personal property. Beaverton Civic
Theatre is a non-profit, public benefit corporation under the laws of the
state of Oregon, and is tax exempt under section 501(c)3 of the IRS code.

For more information on how to give in one or more of these areas, please contact
the theatre at 503-754-9866, e-mail us at Info@BeavertonCivicTheatre.org, or visit
our website at BeavertonCivicTheatre.org

Sign up to link your Fred Meyer card to Beaverton
Civic Theatre!  Then, every time you use your
Rewards Card, you are helping BCT earn a donation!
You'll still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points,
and Rebates, just as you do today. 
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https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards


CHECK OUT OUR FILM PROJECTS

Cinderella: Celebrating Culture as
Good Triumphs Over Evil (2020)



CLICK TO WATCH THE FILM

Time Travelers: Fall Festivals (2021)





CLICK TO WATCH THE FILM

STAY IN TOUCH

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, &
YouTube @BeavertonCivicTheatre

Get updates about productions,
auditions, and more by signing up for
our e-newsletter!

https://youtu.be/6imqcMFQA8E
https://youtu.be/sjZ1dQNJtQI
http://www.beavertoncivictheatre.org/e-newsletter


2019
Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Musical
The Diary of Anne Frank
Almost, Maine
Beauty and the Beast: A Concert Production
Charlotte's Web
CLUE: The Musical
The Man Who Came To Dinner
Seussical Jr.

2012
Harvey
The Miracle Worker
You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown
Camelot
Every Christmas Story Ever Told (And Then Some)

2014
Crossing Delancey
The Elephant Man
Into The Woods
Little Women

2015
The Dining Room
Songs For A New World
Twelve Angry Jurors
A Little Princess

2017
Barefoot In The Park
Elephant & Piggie's "We're In A Play!"
Death By Design
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
You Can't Take It With You
Annie

2010
The Nerd
The Fantasticks
Dearly Departed
A Christmas Carol

Production Timeline

2009
Psycho Beach Party
The Odd Couple
Happily Ever Once Upon
Blithe Spirit
It's A Wonderful Life

2011
Bus Stop
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum
Three Murders And It's Only Monday
Happy Hollandaise 

2013
Suite Surrender (A west coast premiere!)
Steel Magnolias
The Crucible
If It's Monday, This Must Be Christmas

2016
The Philadelphia Story
Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Musical
Around The World In 80 Days
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
The Addams Family: A New Musical Comedy
Sorry! Wrong Chimney

2018
Curious George and The Golden Meatball
The 39 Steps
The Hundred Dresses
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow: Interactive!
Schoolhouse Rock Live!
Silent Sky

Introduced the Theatre
 for Young

 Audiences 
series

Added the 
Concert & Troupe

 Productions

2020
Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed: The Rock Experience
Ramona Quimby

2016

2019

Opened
The Playhouse 

2019

FILMS
Cinderella: Celebrating Culture as Good Triumphs
Over Evil (2020)
Time Travelers: Fall Festivals (2021)

2021
Two Witches, No Waiting



Entertains, Enlightens, and Educates

While Involving the Community

Onstage, Behind-The-Scenes, and in the Audience


